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Hundreds of trade unionists from across Ireland are expected to gather at a conference later 
this year to discuss the merits of Irish unity and what it means for workers’ rights.   
 
The ‘Uniting Workers – Uniting Ireland’ conference will be held in the Communications’ 
Workers’ Union head office on Saturday April 27th and will host speakers from across the 
trade union movement and other progressive organisations.  
 
The announcement of the conference comes after 150 trade union officials and activists – 
including a number of general secretaries – signed a statement calling on the labour 
movement to put forward its vision of a united Ireland.  
 
Organised by Trade Unionists for a New and United Ireland (TUNUI), the statement calls for 
workers’ rights to be put at the centre of the debate on Irish Unity.  
 
The declaration states that “it is critically important that the interests of workers and 
working families are put at the heart of this debate. If there is to be a United Ireland, it must 
be a New Ireland that puts workers rights, economic rights, gender rights, as well as 
universal human rights front and centre in a new all Ireland constitution.” 
 
Signatories of the statement include a number of current and former union general 
secretaries, as well as two veterans of the famous Dunnes Stores anti-Apartheid strike in 
1984 – Liz Deasy and Karen Gearon. 
  
TUNUI spokesperson Ruairí Creaney commented: 
 
“This initiative has secured the support of a broad range of trade unionists with many 
differing political views. We are all united in recognizing that the partition of Ireland has 
been disastrous for workers’ rights and progressive politics in this country.  
 
“In the north, average wages are lower than anywhere else in Ireland or the UK. 
Furthermore, trade unions are still hamstrung by the Tories’ draconian anti-union laws, 
while in the south, more than a century after the 1913 Lockout, workers are still denied the 
basic right to collective bargaining. 
 
“Our aim is to put forward a vision of what a fairer and more socially just Ireland would look 
like in the event of reunification. We want to see a new Ireland with a new constitution that 
promotes workers’ rights, economic equality and social justice.” 
 
ENDS  
 
For further comment or more information, contact Ruairí Creaney on 085 856 8698 
 
Enclosed: TUNUI statement and list of signatories 


